		

1264 Old Alpharetta Road						
Alpharetta, GA 30005						
BookLogix.com 							
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Marketing Coordinator
Phone: 470-239-8547
Email: marketing@booklogix.com

Music Teacher Combines STEM
and Space Exploration with Music Lessons
to Improve Student Musicality
Laurie Orth brings a new teaching style
to music classes by incorporating STEM
Alpharetta, GA – Performer, educator, composer, and entrepreneur Laurie Orth brings an innovative new
teaching style to elementary music classes everywhere with her music workbook, Rocket Recorder: Volume
One.
Laurie became a space enthusiast when her son majored in space flight operations in college. The idea for
the book came about when Laurie observed that many of her middle school–aged recorder students were not
engaging with their beginning recorder music literature. When she discovered that they were Star Wars fans,
they were happy to talk about it in music class. She shared with them facts about current launch vehicles. They
were immediately interested because space and rockets are cool.
Laurie wanted music class to foster the same amount of enthusiasm she saw in her students’ eyes when they
talked about the Millennium Falcon or listened to her talk about reusable rocket boosters. She had the outof-the-box idea that maybe her students would participate more in music class if they had music about space.
Following a fruitless search online, Laurie decided to write her own space-themed recorder music and songs.
After incorporating the space music, Laurie found that her students were more attentive and eager to learn.
“Rocket Recorder encourages students to learn more about the space subjects, which requires reading and
math skills,” says Laurie. “The workbook contains lesson ideas and faculty collaboration that utilize many
content areas in addition to music. Community involvement with local media and aerospace industry leaders
is encouraged. Scouting and after-school groups can utilize the songs in the workbook for their own space
projects. Rocket Recorder turns STEM into STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, THE ARTS, and Math).
The arts and sciences must coexist to develop creative people for the work force of tomorrow.”
Rocket Recorder: Volume One is available on Amazon.com, Shop.booklogix.com, and laurieorth.com.
✦✦✦
Note to Media: Laurie Orth is available for media interviews. To schedule an interview, please email marketing@
booklogix.com or call 470-239-8547.
About BookLogix: BookLogix is a professional publishing house that supports authors and independent
publishers. Located in Alpharetta, GA, BookLogix publishes a variety of fiction and nonfiction books. Learn
more at BookLogix.com.

LAURIE ORTH’S STORY
In May of 2019, Laurie Orth published her first book,
Rocket Recorder: Volume One, an innovative music
workbook for advanced beginner recorder students that
combines the contrasting disciplines of music with space
exploration.
As a music education pioneer, she is transitioning from
the traditional music classroom to the virtual classroom of
YouTube, where she has been piloting a video series for
Rocket Recorder. Creating a pipeline for young people
into STEM and STEAM educational programs and careers,
where the arts and sciences coexist to develop creative
people is important to her.
In 2019, Laurie attended conferences for music, space,
and STEM educators to network and market her book.
In October 2019, she was selected as a social media
influencer by the NASA Headquarters Social Media Team
to attend the International Astronautical Congress and
have a behind-the-scenes tour of NASA in Washington,
DC. It was a trip of a lifetime. In 2020, she began her first
year as a Teacher Liaison with the Space Foundation.
Her hobby in genealogy has grown to include community service work with the Daughters of
the American Revolution. Professional affiliations include Georgia Music Educators Association, the
National Association for Music Educators, and the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics.
Other volunteer opportunities include serving as the Vice President of Aerospace Education for the
Savannah 137 Chapter of the Air Force Association, serving for four years as the team assistant for her
younger son’s CyberPatriot team, and serving for two years as the team assistant for her older son’s
high school drum corps. Throughout her professional career, Laurie has taught in private schools and
has been a choir director in several churches. In 2012, she began her own business, teaching general
music classes to the homeschool community.
In 1984, she graduated from Interlochen Arts Academy in Michigan, where she studied bassoon,
dance, musical theatre, and voice. With a Bachelor of Music degree in opera performance from the
University of Hartford and a Master of Music Education degree from Jacksonville State University, she
is an experienced music educator, choir director, and performer.
Laurie and her husband call Augusta, Georgia, their home and live with their youngest son and
two space dogs who make cameo appearances in YouTube videos.
You can follow her journey on Facebook at Laurie Orth Music Educator and watch videos for
Rocket Recorder on her YouTube channel at Laurie Orth Music Teacher.
Laurie Orth is available for media interviews.
To schedule an interview, please email
marketing@booklogix.com or call 470-239-8547.

ROCKET RECORDER
Volume One
“Rocket Recorder
is a portal to a new
frontier of science and
musical fun!”
“Rocket
Recorder is way
more fun than Hot
Cross Buns!”

—Ann Heusel,
Homeschooling
mother of five

“Rocket Recorder
organizes music in a
sequential and logical manner.
With original tunes by the
author, Rocket Recorder reinforces
fundamental music-literacy skills while
addressing skills needed to perform
on the recorder. I especially love the
association with space!”
—Dr. Joel Scraper, Director of
Choral Activities, University of
South Carolina, Aiken

—George Groves,
age ten

The space-themed music composed for the supplemental workbook
Rocket Recorder: Volume One has flipped a switch in students, opening their
minds to learning by putting them in a place of brain reward/motivation and
memory that is remarkable to observe. Students approach their music lessons
with increased vigor and engagement, which in turn produces effective
practice. Rocket Recorder takes a creative approach to teaching music and
impacts the future of music education by looking forward in time to the new
scientific discoveries and space technology to engage students and get them
ready to learn in music class. Space and rockets are cool and provide the
carrot students need to engage. Rocket Recorder was developed by Laurie
Orth for advanced beginners who have some exposure to BAG and C note
reading and has been workshopped and tested by her students.

A B O U T

T H E

A U T H O R

Laurie Orth is an experienced music educator, choir director, and performer.
She has held teaching positions in private schools and has been a choir director
in several churches throughout her professional career. She currently teaches on
her YouTube channel, Laurie Orth Music Teacher. She began her own business
teaching general music classes to the homeschool community in the Augusta area
in 2012. She enjoys combining her love for music along with her fascination with
space exploration and rockets into her music lessons. Laurie currently lives with
her husband in Georgia, and they have two sons.
Publication Date: May 23, 2019 ✦ISBN: 978-1-7337910-0-7
Softcover ✦ 8.5 x 11 ✦ 74 Pages ✦ $16.99
Available through: Amazon, Shop.BookLogix.com, www.laurieorth.com
For wholesale orders, contact pod@booklogix.com.

LAURIE ORTH ON WRITING
R O C K E T R E C O R D E R : Volume One

What inspired you to
write Rocket Recorder:
Volume One?

In my search for suitable music for Pre-K students, a music educator
friend shared one of her songs called “I’m a Little Rocket.” I was in
the midst of my own journey to learn more about NASA and the
commercial space industry, as my son had just changed his major in
college from mechanical engineering to a new program at his school
called Commercial Space Flight Operations. As a budding space
enthusiast, I tweaked the lyrics of “I’m a Little Rocket” to be about
the reusable Falcon 9 rocket booster from the commercial rocket
company SpaceX. I made pointing pages for students to point to
the pictures corresponding with the lyrics. The pages had colorful
pictures of each stage of a launch from lift-off, landing on Mars, to the
rocket booster returning to Earth. My youngest students loved the
activity, and it engaged even my shyest four-year-old student, who
never spoke in class. After participating in this lesson, she earnestly
told me, “Mrs. Orth, I’m going to be a rocket scientist.” That is when
I realized that music about space really worked in class.
The next year, I began teaching recorder to my older students, aged
nine to thirteen, in my home schoolers’ music class. They had never
received recorder instruction before and were struggling to fully
engage in the beginning recorder literature that I was using. The
class was not progressing with their music reading skills like I had
hoped. One day in class, they were talking about Star Wars and the
Millennium Falcon spaceship. I shared with them information about
current launch vehicles and the reusable booster for the Falcon 9
rocket. They were riveted. It was the kind of engagement I was
hoping for with recorders, but up until then I had not seen. Then, I
had an idea. Would my students participate more if they had recorder
music that was about space exploration instead of “Hot Cross Buns”
and “Merrily We Roll Along”? After searching and coming up empty
handed for space-themed recorder music online, and inspired by
NASA’s education website, with countless STEM lesson ideas for
educators, I decided to create my own space-themed recorder music.

Rocket Recorder is more than short songs and exercises for the
recorder. It is unique with its synthesis of music and spaceexploration themes and picture images along with great jazz
and Latin accompaniments. This keeps the students interested in
the music and curious about what they will learn. They want to
turn the page to see the next picture and play the next piece.

How do you believe
that Rocket Recorder:
Volume One differs
from other music
workbooks?

The workbook facilitates music sight reading because they are
excited about what they are learning, and the incremental difficulty
level of the music promotes sight reading skill proficiency. The
recorder pieces are grouped in suites, and a few of the suites have
one accompaniment that works for all of the variations within the
suite. It has interesting and colorful images that correspond to the
titles of each piece. There are fun, supplemental videos available
on my YouTube channel, at Laurie Orth Music Teacher, to reinforce
what is presented in the classroom so that students can practice
effectively at home.
The workbook supports music educators using the material in their
classroom, along with suggestions for collaborating with STEM
teachers, to teach across the curriculum. Educators are encouraged
to present concerts that include participation by administrators and
members of the community, such as aerospace industry experts,
VIPS (the mayor, superintendents, or other political members), and
the media. Students can research space information on their own
or in groups to create their own rhyming lyrics or introductions to
each piece of music for concerts.

How does the
workbook keep
students interested in
music?

The workbook engages students because space is cool, and it’s fun
to combine the contrasting disciplines of space and music in the
music classroom. It speaks to everyone’s curious nature, along with
touching on the ideas behind humankind’s need to explore the
unknown. In addition to use in the music classroom, students can
use the material in the book in after-school club activities, aerospace
STEM workshops, and scouting. The space songs build enthusiasm
for further study and exploration in space. Rocket Recorder draws
students in to the classroom material in such a way that they
practice more and take ownership of their own education process.
Rocket Recorder: Volume One brings into focus the unique aspects
and the necessity of the arts and sciences coexisting to develop
creative people.

For music educators, I would like them to find a unique resource for
songs that integrate the ARTS into STEM, and a fun, effective music
workbook that facilitates sight reading skills for recorder students.
I hope teachers and students will enjoy the music along with the
out-of-this-world suggestions in the book. It is my hope that Rocket
Recorder: Volume One captivates students’ curiosity and helps
them develop as creative people.

What do you hope
educators get from
using your book in
their classrooms?

Visit Laurieorth.com for more information about Laurie as well as
rocket-fueled video tutorials to help bring your skills to the next level.

